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First, since we are interested in whether a sale was made or not, this is our dependent variable and goes 

into the Dependent text box. Distance and SNAP use are entered one at a time into the Covariates text 

box. Highlight DIST and click on the curly arrow pointing at the Covariates box. Click on ‘Next’ and 

do the same with SNAP as you did with DIST. SPSS also needs to know which of the dependent vari-

ables is of type categorical. You will see in the top right hand corner of the dialog box a button labelled 

‘Categorical’; click on this and transfer SNAP into the text box. Click on Continue and finally select the 

Options button. You can now select different options. In Figure 11.10 the Hosmer–Lemeshow goodness 

of fit has been selected along with the confidence interval (CI) for Exp(B).

Figure 11.10

Click on Continue, then, back at the main dialog box, click on OK. SPSS will now run your analysis.

SUMMARY

So, these last two chapters were an introduction to regression, contained in a mere 25000 words or so. 

In fact, if you understand all of these two chapters, you are considerably more advanced than many 

lecturers – and I would have had to include myself in that group at one stage. Regression is one of those 

topics that so many people ‘think’ they know enough about, but it is only when you delve into it that 

you realize that your knowledge was really shallow. This particular chapter focused particularly on things 

few people really master, and the material here actually extends the range of potential applications of 

regression massively. Specifically, now, we have a method which can handle categorical data as well, and 

can thus be used in a huge variety of potential situations. Personally, I think if you only have to master 

one technique, you should choose to focus on regression methods.

That said, in a later chapter we will introduce the other major foundational method of data analysis – the 

analysis of variance, or ANOVA. But even here we will see that it can be interpreted as regression in essence.

final checklist

You should have covered and understood the following basic content in this chapter:

;; What a categorical predictor is, and how 

to incorporate them into a regression con-

text by using dummy variables.

;; How to interpret the results of a dummy 

variable regression.

(Continued)
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